
 

 
 

Youth Week 2011 
In April 2011, as part of National Youth Week, the Children & Young People Commissioner (CYPC) 
visited a number of local schools to meet and talk with children and young people, and to participate in 
some of the many Youth Week activities across Canberra. 

Some of the schools visited included: 

• Mt Stromlo High to attend a lunch time sausage sizzle and listen to students perform some live music; 

• Melrose High to attend a school assembly, and then meet with the Student Representative Council to talk 
about the school’s current anti-bullying initiative; 

• Black Mountain High to attend the school’s monthly student disco; and 

• Campbell High to attend a ‘big breakfast’ and listen to the school jazz band perform live, and then catch up 
with some students who had participated in a CYPC consultation activity in 2010. 

During Youth Week, the CYPC also set up a number of stalls around Canberra to meet and talk with 
children and young people. 

As well as talking with children and young people about issues important to them, the CYPC also 
handed out a written survey asking children and young people about ‘what makes a happy childhood’. 

The CYPC received 242 responses to the survey, with children and young people providing many 
interesting comments. 

Many children and young people wrote about the importance of family and friends who love you for 
who you are, while others spoke about the importance of being safe, having fun, being creative, and being 
allowed to explore the world on their own, independent, terms. 

In addition to the survey, the CYPC also began an ongoing consultation project where children and 
young people are asked to write a message in a book for the next generation of Canberra’s children and 
young people.  To date, approximately 350 children and young people have contributed to the book. 
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